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Find and Access Data in ICSSR Data Service

Figure-1: Home Page of ICSSR Data Service

Datasets available in the ICSSR Data Service are accessible to users for further study, research, teaching and learning 

purposes. The ICSSR Data Service is designed with simple and intuitive search and browse interfaces enabling users to 

access their desired datasets. All the datasets available in the ICSSR Data Service are organized according to their data 

characteristics. Users can search these datasets using intuitive search interface to find and locate their desired 

data/information. Users can also search the Data Catalogue that facilitates users to search by title, creator, subject 

keywords, description, coverage, series, identifier, etc. After finding the dataset, users can analyse the data online or 

export/download it in a variety of formats compatible with software such as MS-Excel, Stata and SPSS. This guide is 

prepared for users wherein each and every step involved in the process of finding, accessing, and downloading data from 

the ICSSR Data Service is described in detail. 

Users are required to click at "Microdata Catalog” available at the “Home Page” of the ICSSR Data Service to find 

datasets available in the repository as shown in the Figure -1 below.

However, the users are required to register themselves to get access to the datasets available in the ICSSR Data Service. 

The “Register” link is available on the top right corner of navigation bar of the ICSSR Data Service portal.

Click on “Register” link to get the “User Registration Form" as shown in the Figure-2 below. Users are required to fill-in 

the registration form with all required details and click on “Register” button available at the bottom of the form. The 

details of the users will be verified by the ICSSR Data Service and the registered users will be enabled to download 

datasets from the repository. User registration is one time process, on successful activation, a user can "Login" to his/her 

account using user ID and password for using/downloading datasets from the repository as shown in the 

Figure-3 below.

 

Figure-3: Log In PageFigure-2: User Registration Form



Once logged in, users are redirected to the “Central Data Catalog” of the ICSSR Data Service's data repository where 

complete list of datasets available in the data repository is displayed as shown in the Figure-4 below.

 

Users can search the data catalog using appropriate ‘keywords’. Moreover, the user can filter the search results using 

different filters as shown in the Figure - 5 below.

 

Figure-4: Central Data Catalogue

Figure-5: Filters to Narrow Down Search Results 



Once a user locates desired dataset, he/she can get all information about the dataset including the data itself as shown 

in the Figure-6 below.

 

All datasets available in the ICSSR Data Service are organized into the following four tabs i.e. I) Documentation,

 ii) Study Description, iii) Data Description, and iv) Get Microdata as shown in the Figure-6 above.

The Figure-7 shown below displays “Documentation” tab available for the dataset entitled "Participation and 

Expenditure in Education". It includes details about the questionnaires, technical documents, other accompanied 

materials used in the survey process, and reports that describe the key results of the study. User can view/download 

these materials and reports for their use.

I)  Documentation

Figure-6 Detailed View of Selected Dataset

Figure-7: Documentation Tab



ii)  Study Description

iii)  Data Description

The “Study Description” tab shown in the Figure-8 below provides detailed information of selected dataset that 

includes metadata, identification, abstract, sampling procedure, data collection methodology, time period, ease of data 

access, and export data in DDI-XML format, etc.  

 

The “Data Description” tab shown in the Figure-9 below provides description of selected dataset that includes the 

block-level/file-level description, nos. of cases and variables available in each block/file. 

 

Figure-9: Data Description Tab

Figure-8: Study Description Tab



A user can find out details by clicking on each block as shown in the Figure-10 below to find out variables, nos. of 

variables, name of variables and their associated label, etc.

 

There are two options available in the data repository, i. e. Explore Data Online or Get Microdata as shown in Figure-11 

below.

 

iv)  Get Microdata or Explore Online

Figure-10: Detailed View of Data Description Tab

Figure-11: Get Microdata Tab



a)  Explore Data On inel

User can explore the datasets online by clicking on “Explore Data” link as shown in the Figure-11 above. In this option, 

users can explore the data using online visualization tool as shown in the Figure-12 below.  The data can also be viewed 

in tabular format by clicking on the table option available in the same page extent right to the chart option as shown in 

the Figure-13 below. 

 

 

Figure-12: Online Data Exploration Platform

Figure-13: Online Data Exploration Platform



Further, the user has the option to select from the drop-down menu/list for graphical representation of pre-entered 

data along with tabular format as shown Figure-14, Figure-15 and Figure-16 below.

 

 

Figure-14: Graphical Representation

Figure-15: Graphical Representation



 

b) Get Microdata

Apart from exploring data online, users have an option to download the dataset into their system in different formats 

such as MS-Excel, Jason, Stata, etc., by clicking on “Get Microdata” and can explore it later. The users are redirected to 

an online application form "Application for Access to a Public Use Dataset" as shown in Figure-17 below. Users are 

required to fill-up the form to get access to dataset. Further, users are required to go through the “Terms and Conditions” 

related to the use of data very carefully and "Agree” to these terms and conditions and click on  "Submit” button to 

download the desired dataset as shown in the Figure- 17 below.

 

Figure-16: Graphical Representation

Figure-17: Downloading of Dataset



On submission of data access application form, users are allowed to all view/download “Data Files” associated with the 

dataset. Now, user can directly download the raw data files submitted by the Data Depositor or the transformed data 

files such as TSV, SAV, etc. The user can view volume and size of selected raw and transformed dataset. To download 

selected data, user have to click on “Download” link available at the right side of the page as shown in the Figure-18 

below. Then, automatically the selected data will be downloaded into the users’ system.  

 

Feedback

User can provide feedback/reviews on the dataset used by them using the repository which will be displayed as 

“Reviewer notes” along with the specified dataset in the repository. To do so, user has to click the “Add note” button as 

shown in Figure-19. 

 

Figure-18: Data Download Page

Figure-19: Users Feedback
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