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The Houschold Consumer Fxpenditure Surveys of the National Sample Survey (NSS)
are the primary source of data on various indicators of level of living, pattem of consumption
and well-being of households at the National and State levels. ‘These indicators are used for
planning. policy formulation, decision support and analytical studics by various Government
organizations, academicians, researchers and scholars. NSS surveys on Household Consurmer
Fpenditure with a lrge sample of houscholds have becn conducted quinguennially from the
27" round (October 1972 - September 1973) onwards. The NSS 68" round survey, carried
‘out during July 2011 - June 2012, was the ninth quinquennial survey in the series. covering
the subjects of (i) Household Consumer Expenditure and (i) Employment and
Unemployment.

The NSS round on Household Consumer Expenditurc provides the database for
calculation of poverty estimates by the Planning Commission. For past several years the
Planning Commission used to estimate the proportion of people below poverty line following
the Lakdawala Commitice method. However, in recent past. an Expert Group under the
chairmanship of Prof. Suresh D Tendulkar developed a new methodology with 2 view to
provide a more realistic estimate of poverty in the couniry based on NSS data. This
undoubtedly indicates his trust in reliability and credibility of the NSS data. Through this
ocument, NSSO has made an attempt to bring out the important indicators of the 68" round
survey on Household Consumer Expenditure within a year of completion of the fieldwork.

The Survey Design and Research Division (SDRD) of the NSSO undertook the
development of the survey methodology. survey instruments and the preparation of this
doeument. The field work was carried out by the Field Operations Division (FOD) of NSSO
while the data processing and tabulation work was handled by the Data Processing Division
(DPD) of NSSO. The Coordination and Publication Division (CPD) coordinated various
activities pertaining to the survey.

| am highly thankful to the members of the Working Group for NSS 68" round and
National Statistical Commission for their valuable guidance provided at various stages of the
survey. 1 also place on record my appreciation of cfforts made by officers of different
Divisions of the NSSO involved in the preparation of this document. I hope, this document
will be found useful by planners, policy makers, academicians and rescarchers,

Wslen
New Delhi (Vijay Kumar)
June 2013 Director General & Chief Executive Officer
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